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ADDRESS
GUN VIOLENCE
THROUGH
EVIDENCE-INFORMED
POLICIES

In 2021 alone, Maryland experienced more than
900 gun deaths. Over the last decade, the
state’s gun death rate has increased by 54%
(CDC). This gun violence disproportionately
impacts Black communities across the state.

Beyond the tragic human toll, gun violence
extracts a staggering financial burden on
Maryland, totaling $10.5 billion annually.
Taxpayers bear approximately $383.9 million of
this cost. Picture the potential if we strategically
allocated a fraction of these funds towards
proactive prevention measures. Establishing
the Center for Firearm Violence Prevention &
Intervention within the Maryland Department
of Health is a crucial step towards a safer, more
fiscally responsible future.

Recognizing gun violence as a public health
crisis, it's time to address it with a evidence-
informed response that aligns with the gravity
of the problem.
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WHAT WOULD A CENTER FOR
FIREARM VIOLENCE PREVENTION

& INTERVENTION DO?

Coordinate efforts between key federal, state,
and local agencies.

Educate the public on related issues, such as
firearm suicide and safe storage practices.

Facilitate data collection and research to
identify trends and impactful solutions.

Build a public health based plan to ensure a
holistic approach to tackling gun violence.

Leverage and coordinate relevant funding
sources.

Foster collaboration between law enforcement
and community-based programs.

Develop best practices in establishing and
scaling community violence intervention
programes.
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In 2023, the White House F
established the first White House
Office of Gun Violence | o= I ,
Prevention. The Office is EEEEIEEEEEEE
overseen by Vice President = e allalallallas=s =
Kamala Harris and focuses on EREREREN N R

four core pillars:

A HANDFUL OF STATES HAVE
1. IMPLEMENTING EXECUTIVE CREATED SIMILAR CENTERS TO

ACTIONS AND THE ADDRESS THE EPIDEMIC OF GUN
BIPARTISAN SAFER VIOLENCE, INCLUDING:
COMMUNITIES ACT
California Office of Gun Violence
2. DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE Prevention
EXECUTIVE ACTIONS TO
ADDRESS GUN VIOLENCE Colorado Office of Gun Violence

AND IMPROVE
COORDINATION BETWEEN
FEDERAL AGENCIES

Prevention

lllinois Office of Firearm Violence

Prevention
EXPANDING PARTNERSHIPS
AT STATE AND LOCAL '
LEVELS TO ADVANCE Massachusetts Gun Violence
PROMISING STRATEGIES Prevention Unit
IMPROVING SUPPORT FOR New Yor‘k Office of Gun Violence
INDIVIDUALS AND Prevention
COMMUNITIES IMPACTED BY
MASS SHOOTINGS AND North Carolina Office of Violence
SURGES IN VIOLENCE Prevention
The White House Office is committed to providing
complementary state offices with tools and Washington Office of Firearm Safety
federal support to take life-saving action. and Violence Prevention
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