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Addressing domestic violence' and the associated risks of gun violence requires a multifaceted
approach that includes enhancing court and law enforcement protocols, providing systemic
support and resources, and investing in education and training. This paper provides a
discussion and analysis of these topics, and proposes a roadmap for Maryland'’s elected
officials and other policymakers to implement solutions that will address the crisis of
gun-related domestic violence against women and families.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AS A PATH TO GUN VIOLENCE

Although domestic violence does not typically begin with gun violence, gun violence all too often
becomes the endpoint in a cycle of domestic abuse. To tackle the crisis of gun-related domestic
violence against women and families, leaders need to understand its root causes, treat it as a
public health issue, and invest in community solutions that empower and support survivors and
their communities before gun violence occurs. As a first step, by enacting strong legislation to
restrict abusers' access to firearms, we can significantly reduce the risk of gun violence and
protect vulnerable individuals from reaching a deadly outcome.

Recent events in Maryland offer chilling examples of how domestic violence and easy access to
firearms can result in homicides that devastate families and communities. In January 2024, a
Glenelg father shot and killed his two teenage children before turning the gun on himself.? In
May, an Elkridge father shot and killed his wife, daughter-in-law, and adult daughter, and shot

' As used in this paper, the term “domestic violence” refers to the mistreatment of one family member or intimate partner by another.
The abuse can be physical, sexual, verbal, emotional or psychological. Women are the most frequent targets of domestic abuse, and
abusers often extend their harm to chlldren and other famlly members https //WWW. peoples Iaw orq/what domestlc violence



https://www.howardcountymd.gov/police/police-respond-apparent-domestic-double-murder-suicide-glenelg
https://www.peoples-law.org/what-domestic-violence

and injured his adult son before turning the gun on himself. In June, a 12-year-old Baltimore City
girl was shot and killed by her mother’s former intimate partner who had previously threatened
the family.* In October 2023, domestic violence fueled the death of a Maryland judge who was
shot and killed in his driveway by a father, shortly after the judge awarded custody of the
shooter’s children to his estranged wife.® Such stories are sadly not uncommon, especially in the
United States where guns are so readily available.

DATA DEMONSTRATE THE NEED FOR ACTION
National Overview

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Intimate Partner
and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS), one in three women has experienced domestic violence in
her lifetime, with women of color experiencing violence at disproportionately high rates.® On
average, 57 women in the United States are shot and killed by an intimate partner every month.”
The presence of a gun during a domestic dispute makes it five times more likely that the woman
will be killed.®

Around 4.5 million women report having been threatened with gun violence by an intimate
partner,’ and nearly one million have been shot by an abusive intimate partner.'® The Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Uniform Crime Reporting Supplementary Homicide Reports found
that more than 600 women are shot annually''—one every 14 hours."?

Some estimates indicate that as many as 10 million people are impacted by domestic violence
each year, and as many as one in four women and one in nine men are victims of domestic
violence.”™ While violence committed by an intimate partner affects many individuals, people of
color and members of the LGBTQ community are disproportionately victimized. According to the
NISVS, the lifetime prevalence of such violence is 57% among multi-racial women, 48% among
Indigenous (American Indian and Alaska Native) women, 45% among Black women, 34% among

% https://www.howardcountymd.gov/police/police-identify-suspect-victims-elkridge-murder-suicide
“https.//www.thebaltimorebanner.com/community/criminal-justi reaunna-cormley-omar-
CYRLP3UAKEDAXOCE/

5 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/maryland-circuit-court-judge-killed-driveway-home-police-say-rcna121366

® The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2016-2017 (2022)

7 Supplementary Homicide Reports, 1976-2019. Kaplan, Jacob concatenated files as posted on: Inter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Research [distributor], 2021-01-16._https://doi. org/10.3886/E100699V10,

8 Campbell et al., “Risk Factors for Femicide,” 1089-1097.

% Sorenson and Schut, “Nonfatal Gun Use;” 431-442. See also: Patricia Tjaden and Nancy Thoennes. Full Report of the Prevalence,
Incidence, and Consequences of Violence Against Women: Findings From the National Violence Against Women Survey. Washington,
DC: US Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice, CDC, 2000.

'® Susan B. Sorenson and Rebecca A. Schut, “Nonfatal Gun Use in Intimate Partner Violence: A Systematic Review of the Literature,’
Trauma, Violence & Abuse 19, no. 4 (October 2018): 431-42 https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838016668589.

" FBI, Uniform Crime Reporting Program: Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR), 2014-2018.

"2 |bid.

'3 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK499891/
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Latina women, and 18% among Asian-Pacific Islander women." People living with disabilities
have double the lifetime risk of intimate partner violence.”> Among the LGB community, 61% of
bisexual women, 37% of bisexual men, 44% of lesbians, and 26% of gay men experience
intimate partner violence in their lifetime.'® Data from the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey shows
54% of transgender people experienced some form of intimate partner violence in their
lifetime,"” with Black and Latinx transgender women particularly at risk. Studies also show that
socioeconomic factors impact victimization, with higher rates of intimate partner violence
among individuals who lack educational and employment opportunities,’® and those in severely
under-invested communities. Black women who live in cities, are of lower income, or who
receive income assistance are particularly vulnerable to abuse.™

Notably, the majority of mass shootings in the United States are connected to domestic
violence. An analysis of mass shootings between 2009 and 2020 revealed that in at least 53
percent of the incidents, the perpetrator also targeted and shot an intimate partner or family
member.?

Maryland Overview

Each year in Maryland, around 47 Marylanders lose their lives to domestic violence.?' According
to the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV), while the numbers are higher in
more populated parts of the state, only one of Maryland's 24 jurisdictions (Kent County) did not
experience a domestic violence death in the last five years.? In 2023, there were 30 domestic
violence victims killed—18 women, three children, and seven abusive partners.? Of the seven
abusive partners who died, five men committed suicide within the context of a murder-suicide or
double murder-suicide, one was killed by police after shooting at the police, and one was
stabbed by his wife after he shot her. Additionally, 11 bystanders were killed.?* A gun was used
in 74% of these deaths.?®

4 Preventing Intimate Partner Violence Across the Lifespan: A Technical Package of Programs, Policies, and Prqactices, CDC
(2017). https:/stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/45820

S Smith, D. L. (2008). Disability, gender and intimate partner violence: relationships from the behavioral risk factor surveillance
system. Sexuality and Disability, 26(1), 15-28.

16 Walters, M.L., Chen J., & Breiding, M.J. (2013). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS):

2010 Findings on Victimization by Sexual Orientation. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and

Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/12362

7 James, S. E., Herman, J. L., Rankin, S., Keisling, M., Mottet, L., & Anafi, M. (2016). Executive Summary of the

Report of the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey. Washington, DC: National Center for Transgender Equality.

'8 Reyes, H. L. M., Foshee, V. A., Niolon, P. H., Reidy, D. E., & Hall, J. E. (2016). Gender role attitudes and male

adolescent dating violence perpetration: normative beliefs as moderators. Journal of Youth and Adolescence,

45(2), 350-360. https:/pme.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4592

' Richie, Beth E. Arrested Justice : Black Women, Violence, and America's Prison Nation, New York University Press, 2012.
20 Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund, Twelve Years of Mass Shootings in the United States. New York: Everytown for Gun Safety
Support Fund, 2021, https://every.tw/1XVAmcc.

2! Five-year average based on data from the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence.
https://www.mnadv.ora/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/36th-Annual-Memorial-Trifold-Brochure-.pdf
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Domestic violence homicides continue to be a gendered phenomenon, with 94.7% of victims
being women. There is also a racial disparity, with Black women dying at five times the rate of
their proportion within the state's population.?® Black women are killed by a partner at twice the
rate of white women,?” and homicide by an intimate partner is the second most common cause
of death for Black women and girls between the ages of 15 and 25.% Violence against women
affects more than just the victim; it has lasting impacts on their families and entire
communities. In Maryland, last year alone, at least 32 children were left without one or both of
their parents.? Gun-related domestic violence is taking a tragic toll on women, children,
families, and entire communities in Maryland. We urge our state leadership to take actions that
will reduce trauma and save lives.

BARRIERS TO SUPPORT AND SAFETY

According to a study conducted by the National Domestic Violence Hotline, 59% of domestic
violence survivors surveyed were afraid the police would not believe them or would not protect
them, and 70% were afraid that involving police would make things worse, endangering them or
their dependents.® Furthermore, 43% reported feeling that the police had discriminated against
them. The reasons for this discrimination may include anti-Blackness and racial prejudice,
homophobia and transphobia, and systemic indifference or belittling of survivors for not being
perceived as perfect victims.®'

Myths of what gender-based violence and intimate partner violence look like can deter survivors
from coming forward. Black and Indigenous women and other women of color are often
victim-blamed because their experiences do not fit into the white-centric framework of who a
survivor is or who gets abused.?? This victim-blaming is even more frequently the case for
transgender and gender non-conforming women of color who seek support services.®®* A 2015
study by the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs (NCAVP) found that among LGBTQ
survivors who interacted with law enforcement, 12% reported hostility from police, 13% noted
indifference, and inappropriate arrests of survivors rose from 17% in 2014 to 31% in 2015.3*
Ultimately, 1 in 4 women who reported an incident of domestic violence would not contact the
police again if another incident occurred.®

2 |bid.
27 Anderson, Minifio, Fingerhut, Warner, and Heinen, 2004.
28 Catalano, 2006; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2006.

30 Natlonal Domestlc V|o|ence Hotline. Who Will Help Me? Domestic Violence Survivors Speak Out About Law Enforcement
Responses. Washington, DC (2015).
https://vawnet.org/material/who-will-help-me-domestic-violence-survivors-speak-out-about-law-enforcement-responses

1 Ibid.

%2 Ritchie, Andrea, Invisible No More: Police Violence Against Black Women and Women of Color, Beacon Press (2017)

* Ibid.

34 National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and HIV-Affected Intimate Partner
Violence in 2015.

7 Ibid.
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Many survivors face added risks when considering reporting to the police, and those risks
outweigh the benefits of coming forward. For undocumented immigrants, the risk of deportation
is an added deterrent from reporting,® as is the risk of criminalization for survivors who are
engaging in some form of illegality (e.g., sex work, selling and/or consuming illegal drugs).
Many survivors also report violence from police when reporting an incident, including sexual
violence, harassment, and “outing” of LGBTQ survivors, as well as threats to separate survivors
from their children.*’

Black women are particularly deterred from reporting to police because of the history of abuse
Black women face when interacting with law enforcement. A report from the Washington Post
found that police have fatally shot 446 women in the United States since 2015.% Black women
accounted for 20% of those fatally shot.** Many Black women are often

criminalized for trying to survive abuse, and many survivors end up incarcerated for defending
themselves from their abusers.*° Studies show that between 60% to 98% of incarcerated women
report experiencing at least one instance of physical or sexual abuse in their lifetime.*'

The lack of a supportive response from the police plus a justifiable fear of the police can lead to
a devastating outcome. One study of domestic homicides found that before being killed by the
abusive partner, in 85% of the cases, the victim had called the police;*?> and in 50% of those
cases, the police were called at least five times.*® Since women of color and LGBTQ survivors
are too often not supported or believed by institutions tasked with responding to violence, legal
and criminal punishment resources are often ineffective before the pattern of violence becomes
deadly.

The barriers to safety and justice faced by survivors of domestic violence are multifaceted and
deeply entrenched. From systemic discrimination and victim-blaming to the lack of effective
enforcement of firearm relinquishment laws, these challenges leave survivors, particularly
women of color and LGBTQ individuals, at heightened risk. To truly protect these vulnerable
populations, it is imperative to address these gaps through comprehensive policy reforms,
robust enforcement, and a commitment to equity in the treatment of all survivors. Only by

36 National Domestic Violence Hotline. Who Will Help Me? Domestic Violence Survivors Speak Out About Law Enforcement
Responses. Washington, DC (2015).

%7 Julie Goldscheid, Donna Coker, Sandra Park, Tara Neal, and Valerie Halstead, Responses from the Field: Sexual Assault, Domestic
Violence, and Policing (New York: CUNY Academic Works, 2015); Ritchie , Andrea, Invisible No More: Police Violence Against Black
Women and Women of Color

3 Police shootings database 2015-2024: Search by race, age, department - Washington Post

%9 Ibid.
“https:/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/09/04/opinion/women-kill-self-defense.html?unlocked_article_code=1.SU4.pKly.FYPiu

41 Beck, A.J., Berzofsky, M., Caspar, R. & Krebs, C. (2013). Sexual Victimization in Prisons and Jails Reported by Inmates, 2011-12.
U.S. Department of Justice. Bureau of Justice Statistics. Retrieved from:_http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/svpijri1112.pdf

42 Convicted Survivors: The Imprisonment of Battered Women Who Kill By Elizabeth Dermody Leonard ; Kaba, Mariame (2018)
Criminalizing Domestic Violence: A Curriculum by Survived and Punished.

4 lbid.
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recognizing and dismantling these barriers can we hope to reduce the tragic outcomes that are
all too common in cases of domestic violence.

We must focus on strategies that prioritize the safety and well-being of survivors, which include
providing culturally competent support services, ensuring the enforcement of existing laws, and
creating policies that address the specific needs of marginalized communities. By doing so, we
can create a safer environment for all survivors and prevent the escalation of interpersonal
violence into gun violence.

ROADMAP TO LASTING SECURITY
FOR WOMEN AND FAMILIES IN MARYLAND

A Comprehensive Approach to Addressing Domestic Violence

Addressing domestic violence exclusively through the criminal justice system is ineffective for
the purpose of preventing gun-related domestic violence. Impacted people need better options.
For many, reliance on the criminal justice system is simply not viable because it may actually put
them in more danger with their abusers. To break the cycle of violence, Maryland must invest in
solutions that address the root causes of domestic violence and provide support to survivors
before gun violence occurs. Moreover, we need policies and procedures that ensure our existing
laws are enforced effectively.

The alarming rates of gun violence among survivors of domestic violence demand urgent action
from our leaders and communities. Prioritizing support for survivors is essential to breaking the
deadly cycle of violence. This section outlines a comprehensive policy framework to address
violence against women and families in Maryland, focusing on legislative, systemic, and
community-based solutions that create a safer environment for survivors.

Enhancing Court and Law Enforcement Protocols

In the fight against gun violence, especially in the context of domestic violence, a key area that
demands immediate legislative attention is strengthening and enforcing firearm transfer
requirements. This is essential to ensure that abusive individuals who pose a significant threat
are disarmed swiftly, thereby reducing the potential for lethal outcomes. Ensuring swift and
mandatory firearm transfer is not just a legal necessity but a moral one, critical to protecting the
lives of those who may be in danger.

In Maryland, individuals can become prohibited from possessing a firearm by means of civil
actions, such as family law proceedings, or through the criminal court system for violations of
specific laws. Because these systems are distinct from each other, the authors of this paper
urge Maryland legislators to address firearm relinquishment protocols separately and,
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potentially in different legislative sessions, with a priority on the civil court system. Since the
civil courts handle domestic disputes, they are the most critical venue for addressing firearm
relinquishment.

Failure to remove firearms from “prohibited” individuals poses a serious safety risk to women
and families. Despite laws designed to disarm dangerous individuals, enforcement gaps leave
many domestic violence survivors vulnerable. When someone becomes legally prohibited from
possessing firearms—whether due to a protective order issued against them, a criminal
conviction, or the terms of a pretrial order—it is crucial that the individual complies with the law
and relinquishes all firearms in their possession. Enforcement is especially critical in cases
involving domestic violence protective orders, where the person against whom the order has
been issued, if not incarcerated, may be at significant risk of using firearms to threaten, harm, or
kill an intimate partner or family member.

While Giffords Law Center gives Maryland’s gun safety laws a strong A- rating,** the state’s lack
of comprehensive firearm relinquishment laws stands out as a significant deficiency in this
framework. Strengthening these laws and ensuring strict enforcement are critical steps toward
enhancing safety for domestic violence victims and families.

Recommendations

1. Enact legislation establishing immediate firearm transfer requirements in civil court
proceedings.

e Provide courts with discretionary authority to require removal of firearms at the interim
stage of protective order proceedings.

e Require mandatory removal of firearms at the temporary stage of protective order
proceedings. Continue the current policy of mandatory removal at the final stage in order
to maintain a safety net.

e Require firearm transfer to occur immediately, but no later than 24 hours after a person
becomes prohibited from possessing firearms.

e Require the submission of a transfer form to law enforcement within 2 business days
following the court’s action, to facilitate compliance. This will also create a legal record
of disarmament efforts.

e Establish clear protocols for the removal of firearms in situations where firearm transfer
is not confirmed within the allotted time.

2. Explore ways to ensure that domestic violence assault cases in the criminal court
system are given and maintain “domestically related” status.

“ https://qiffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/states/maryland/
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Maryland's system for handling domestic violence assault*® cases has significant gaps when it
comes to protecting victims from threats of gun violence. In this regard, while a conviction in a
“domestically related case” triggers a federal firearm prohibition,* this designation is not
automatic under Maryland law.*” As a result, not all cases receive the necessary classification,
and some cases are pled in ways that avoid the designation altogether.*® In domestic violence
cases where the defendant is initially charged with assault, a conviction would lead to a firearm
prohibition. However, if the defendant pleads down to a lesser charge, such as reckless
endangerment,* and the court does not designate the case as “domestically related,” either by
oversight or intent, the defendant may still legally possess and purchase firearms.

This means that, even when a threat of violence is clear and an individual is found guilty or
pleads guilty to a related offense, the final outcome can still allow the abuser to retain firearms.
State’s attorneys have reported instances where victims, following a conviction, reach out in fear
for their lives because the abuser still possesses one or more firearms or has recently acquired
one.

Additionally, firearm relinquishment in these cases operates largely on an honor system. There
is no clear procedure for ensuring firearms are surrendered, and no established protocol for
addressing situations when they are not. Therefore, the authors of this paper recommend the
following procedures for criminal cases:

e Require firearm transfer to occur immediately, but no later than 24 hours after a person
becomes prohibited from possessing firearms.

e Require the submission of a transfer form to law enforcement within 2 business days
following the court’s action.

e Establish clear protocols for the removal of firearms in situations where firearm transfer
is not confirmed within the allotted time.

3. Provide for proactive enforcement and removal of firearms.

e Establish and fund an “Armed and Prohibited Persons System,” (APPS) modeled after
California’s system, to proactively remove firearms from individuals who have illegally
retained them after becoming prohibited possessors.

e By identifying and disarming prohibited individuals, Maryland can take a proactive
stance, preventing potential tragedies before they occur.

4% Convictions of First and Second Degree assault in Maryland are considered to be prohibitors regardless of whether they are
designated “domestically related crimes.”

46 18 U.S.C. §922
47 Md. Code Ann.. Crim. Proc. § 6-233
48 See Md. Code Ann., Pub. Saf. §5-101 for a complete list of convictions leading to firearm prohibitions.
49 ;
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law §3-204
50 Md. Code Ann., Crim. Proc. § 6-233
51
https://oag.ca.gov/ogvp/apps-database
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e Such a system would require coordination among law enforcement, the courts, and other
stakeholders to ensure that all prohibited persons are disarmed quickly and effectively.

e Maryland's current system mandating that firearm transfer documents are sent to and
maintained by the Maryland State Police,* provides the backbone for building out this
system.

Systemic Support and Resources

Beyond the judicial system, systemic support and resources for domestic violence survivors are
critical in preventing gun violence. Maryland must maintain and/or develop and fund programs
that offer emergency relocation, safe housing options, food, and cash assistance for survivors
and their dependents. These resources are not just helpful, they are lifesaving. Survivors often
face immediate and severe risks when attempting to leave abusive situations, and providing a
robust support system can make the difference between life and death.

Legislative action is needed to ensure that these programs are accessible to all survivors,
regardless of their legal status or socioeconomic background. This approach also involves
establishing emergency dependent care services for survivors who need immediate assistance
with childcare or other dependent care responsibilities. The ability to access emergency
services quickly can prevent gun violence by removing the survivor from immediate danger and
providing the necessary resources to start a new, safer life.

Support for survivors must be holistic, addressing not only their immediate safety but also their
long-term needs. Currently, legal aid providers are overwhelmed by the number of survivors who
request legal representation for the myriad legal issues that must be addressed to safely leave a
violent relationship. More civil lawyers are needed to provide access to these critical legal
actions. By reducing the barriers and addressing the challenges that survivors face when leaving
abusive relationships, Maryland can create a safer environment that empowers individuals to
escape violent situations.

Recommendations

1. Provide for Emergency Relocation and Safe Housing.
e Develop and fund programs that provide emergency relocation, safe housing options,
food, and cash assistance for survivors of domestic violence and their dependents.

2. Offer Comprehensive Support Services.
e Create emergency dependent care services for survivors who need immediate
assistance with childcare or other dependent care responsibilities.

52 Md. Code Ann. Pub. Safety §§ 5-101(r), 5-123(d)(1) and (2), and 5-124(e)(1) and (2).
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e Increase funding for free legal services for survivors to secure protection orders,
long-term custody and child support, safe and affordable housing, stable employment,
and relevant immigration remedies.

Education and Training

A public health perspective on domestic violence recognizes that treating violence as a disease
that can infect a community requires prevention and early intervention strategies. By educating
those on the front lines—medical providers, educators, street outreach workers, and law
enforcement—Maryland can facilitate earlier identification and intervention, before violence
escalates. This approach not only addresses the immediate needs of survivors but also works
to prevent future violence by addressing the underlying issues that contribute to domestic
violence.

Education and training are critical components of a comprehensive approach to preventing
domestic violence and related gun violence. Through the new Center for Firearm Violence
Prevention and Intervention, Maryland should assess the current landscape of training for front
line workers, both state and local. What training is currently mandated, what is actually being
done, and what type of funding exists, are some of the many questions that need to be
answered to fully assess what is needed.

Anecdotally, some street outreach providers have indicated that a focus on domestic violence is
outside the purview of their field, and yet we know that behavior in the home can be a strong
indicator of a general potential for violence. Ultimately, Maryland may need to implement a
variety of mandatory training programs to effectively address domestic violence. In all cases,
these programs should be designed to cover the unique challenges faced by marginalized
communities, including LGBTQ individuals, women of color, and vulnerable immigrant
populations ensuring that all survivors receive appropriate and sensitive care.

Expanding community outreach programs is also essential. These programs should raise
awareness about domestic violence, its warning signs, and the resources available to survivors.
Community involvement is crucial in preventing domestic violence and related gun violence.
Outreach and education efforts must be tailored to the specific needs and dynamics of
Maryland'’s diverse communities. By empowering communities with knowledge and resources,
Maryland can foster environments where survivors feel supported, and violence is less likely to
occur.

Recommendations

1. Provide Training for Professionals Who May Interact with Survivors.
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e Implement education and training programs for healthcare providers, educators, and
street outreach workers to identify and address signs of domestic violence effectively.

e Mandate comprehensive and ongoing (annual) domestic violence awareness training for
state police; and provide funding for local police departments to implement that training
locally.

2. Enhance Community Outreach and Awareness.
e Expand community outreach programs to raise awareness about domestic violence, its
warning signs, and available resources for survivors.

Timeline

There are numerous recommendations in this paper and the authors acknowledge that the
legislature’s capacity for adequately addressing all of them may best be done over several
legislative sessions. For instance, addressing firearm relinquishment within both the civil and
the criminal justice settings does not need to take place simultaneously. It is our
recommendation that the issues related to the protective order and the process for firearm
relinquishments are critical and should be prioritized in 2025.

CONCLUSION

Maryland must take bold steps to ensure that its legal framework effectively protects domestic
violence survivors by enforcing strict firearm relinquishment laws and proactively disarming
prohibited individuals. At the same time, the state must invest in the systemic support that
survivors need to escape abusive situations safely and with dignity. Education and community
outreach are key to preventing violence before it happens, ensuring that those on the front lines
can identify and respond to signs of domestic violence effectively. Together, these efforts will
create a safer Maryland, where survivors are empowered, and the cycle of violence is interrupted
before it can escalate to tragedy.
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