
92% of women killed with guns in high income
countries are from the United States.
Nationwide, 76 Women are shot and killed by an
intimate partner every month.
In Maryland, a gun is used in 74% of all domestic
violence deaths.

BILL INFORMATION

WHY THIS BILL MATTERS

Require respondents in protective order proceedings to
immediately surrender any firearms in their possession when
an order is issued.
Require the court to proactively engage respondent and
provide clear and specific details on how to effectuate
surrenders.
Mandate the surrender of both firearms and handgun
qualification licenses at earlier phases of the proceedings.
Explore developing a compliance tracking system with clear
processes and procedures that address failure to comply with
firearm relinquishment requirements.
Ensure firearms are returned to the respondent only when
legally permitted, with clear guidelines for their transfer,
storage, and retrieval. 
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PROPOSED SOLUTION

Senate Sponsor: Shelly Hettleman 
House Sponsor:  Sandy Bartlett
Senate Committee: Judicial Proceedings
House Committee: Judiciary
Bill Numbers:  

FAMILY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
PROTECTION ACT

Each year between 2019 and 2023, an average of 47 individuals in
Maryland lost their lives due to domestic violence. In 2023, at least 32
children in the state were left without one or both parents because of
domestic violence. Currently, there are gaps in state law that put
individuals seeking or having obtained a protective order at risk, as the
processes for ensuring the prompt surrender of firearms by abusers are
inadequate. This proposed legislation requires immediate firearm
relinquishment during protective order proceedings and explores ways to
improve compliance and accountability to reduce the risk of further
violence. 

ACCESS TO A GUN
MAKES IT FIVE TIMES
MORE LIKELY THAT
AN ABUSIVE PARTNER
WILL KILL HIS FEMALE
VICTIM.



For more information, please
reach out to us at: info@mdpgv.org

SURVIVORS’ PERSPECTIVES: GUNS, ABUSE, AND THE FIGHT FOR SAFETY
Inaction by the System

Victims report frustration when abusers admit in court to owning firearms during protective order
hearings, yet no action is taken.  
Many victims say judges never ask about guns during domestic violence hearings.  
Even when abusers are ordered to relinquish firearms, some ignore the order. In one case, an
abuser posted pictures with a gun on social media, but law enforcement claimed they couldn’t
intervene.

The Shadow of Fear
Firearms are used to instill fear, even without physical injury.  
One victim was too afraid to file for child support after her child’s father threatened to shoot her if
she pursued it. 
Some women fear for their lives every night, knowing their abuser keeps a gun nearby and might
use it to kill them in their sleep.

The Cost of Fighting Back
Victims often bear the burden of identifying firearms as a threat, placing them at greater risk of
retaliation.  
When victims initiate the identification or removal of guns, they fear retaliation by the abuser. 
A more proactive role by the courts—making firearm inquiries a standard part of protective order
cases—could reduce the blame placed on victims and improve safety.  
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