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Overview 

●​ The Family and Law Enforcement Protection Act strengthens Maryland’s domestic violence laws 

by addressing the firearm relinquishment processes. 

●​ This bill seeks to increase compliance by individuals subject to Domestic Violence Protective 

Orders (“DVPO”) to surrender their firearm(s), enhancing safety for families, victims, and law 

enforcement. 

Key Provisions 

1.​ Requires the court to proactively engage respondents and provide clear and specific details on 

how to effectuate surrenders. 

2.​ Mandates the surrender of both firearms and handgun qualification licenses at earlier phases of 

the proceedings. 

3.​ Requires respondents in DVPO proceedings to immediately surrender any firearms in their 

possession when an order is issued. 

4.​ Explores developing a compliance tracking system with clear processes and procedures that 

address failure to comply with firearm relinquishment requirements. 

Why It Matters 

●​ Firearms are used in over half of all intimate partner homicides. This legislation saves lives by 

preventing further escalation of violence. 

●​ Every year, more than 750 American women are shot to death by intimate partners—roughly 

one every 12 hours.1 

●​ Black women are nearly twice as likely as white women to be fatally shot. 

●​ Law enforcement officers are at heightened risk of harm when responding to domestic violence 

incidents involving firearms. By requiring firearm relinquishment at the temporary phase, we are 

aligning physical service of the order with the communications to relinquish firearms 

immediately.   

●​ States that restrict gun access among individuals subject to domestic violence restraining orders 

have seen a 13% reduction in firearm intimate partner homicides. 

1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS), 
“WISQARS National Violent Death Reporting System,” last accessed October 30, 2024, 
https://wisqars.cdc.gov/nvdrs/. 
 

https://wisqars.cdc.gov/nvdrs/


 
Talking Points for Advocates 

●​ “This bill requires respondents in protective order proceedings to immediately surrender any 

firearms in their possession when an order is issued.” 

●​ “The Family and Law Enforcement Protection Act doesn’t just protect victims; it also ensures law 

enforcement officers can safely do their jobs.” 

●​ “In Maryland, we’ve already taken steps to address gun violence and domestic violence. This 

legislation strengthens those efforts by making the process simpler on the front end and insisting 

that the Respondent has clear instructions on how to comply with the order.” 

●​ “The presence of a firearm in a home experiencing domestic violence turns an already dangerous 

situation into a potentially fatal one. This bill addresses that risk head-on.” 

●​ “Maryland consistently earns an A- rating from Giffords for the strength of its gun laws. However, 

that "minus" specifically reflects the state's failure to establish a clear and effective firearms 

relinquishment process.” 

Data Points to Support the Bill 

●​ In the U.S., women are five times more likely to be killed when their abuser has access to a 

firearm.2 

●​ Domestic disturbance/violence incidents are some of the most common circumstances in which 

on-duty law enforcement officers are feloniously killed.3 

●​ In states with stronger firearm relinquishment laws, intimate partner homicide rates are 

significantly lower.4 

Definitions or explanations of terms 

●​ Domestic Violence Protective Orders - (“DVPOs”) - are court orders that say one person must 

refrain from doing certain acts against another person. These orders may be used only when the 

parties are involved in one of the listed types of relationships (family-like or sexual). 

●​ Peace Orders - are also court orders that require a person to stay away and refrain from 

contacting another.  These orders apply to situations that are NOT family-like or sexual.  They are 

also NOT the subject of this legislation. 

●​ Respondent - is the person a court order is directed at, like someone required to follow rules in a 

domestic violence case. 

●​ Relinquishment Laws - are rules that explain when, why, and how someone must give up their 

firearms, usually because of a court order or legal restriction. 

 

4 
https://www.evidenceforaction.org/state-intimate-partner-violence-related-firearm-laws-and-intimate-partner-homicide-
rates-united?utm_source=chatgpt.com 

3 https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/22/us/domestic-incidents-police-officers-danger/index.html 

2 Campbell, J. C., and et al. (2003). “Risk factors for femicide in abusive relationships: results from a multisite case 
control study”. American Journal of Public Health.  (2003). https://doi.org/10.2105/ajph.93.7.1089 
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