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2025 Legislative Wrap-Up

Setbacks, Progress, and the Road Ahead

Note from Executive Director, Karen Herren

Building momentum for community safety in a challenging year

The 2025 session was a tough one. While our top priorities did not pass, we were not alone, many critical efforts stalled in a session
shaped by a challenging budget and competing priorities. Gun violence prevention was not front and center, even as we continue to
see past legislative efforts bring about progress in reducing homicides across the state.

This session produced a $4.9 million cut fo the Maryland Violence Intervention and Prevention Program (MD VIPP), while the law
enforcement budget was increased. This sends a tfroubling signal.The drop in gun violence we are seeing today is the result of years
of organizing, education, and sustained investment in community-led solutions, from building public and community support to
educating policymakers and passing legislation that funds what works. This progress did not happen by accident. It is the product of

collective effort at every level. We cannot afford to let up now.

Still, we saw hope. A dangerous bill that would have weakened private property owners’ rights to restrict gun carrying on their
property was quietly stopped, thanks to key legislative leadership. And we laid a strong foundation for future progress by educating
lawmakers, fine-tuning proposed legislation, and mobilizing hundreds of constituents.

Setbacks are part of the work, and we are not giving up or going away. We are already preparing for 2026, and we are counting on

you to stand with us.

Legislative Priorities Recap

Family and Law Enforcement Protection Act -
SB943/HB1050

This bill would have required immediate firearm surrender during
domestic violence protective order proceedings and would have
facilitated improved compliance mechanisms. It was a first-time
effort, built through collaboration with domestic violence
advocates, law enforcement officials, gun violence prevention
groups, judicial representatives, and survivors.

The House version had a hearing; the Senate version had a
hearing and reached a committee vote list but was not called.
We educated lawmakers, strengthened language, and
orchestrated hundreds of constituent contacts.

We will return in 2026 with pre-filed, improved legislation and
broader support.

Comprehensive Community Safety Funding
Act - HB387

This year has underscored the urgent need to identify reliable,
independent funding streams for gun violence prevention, ones
that are not vulnerable to changes in federal leadership.The
proposed bill to establish an 11% excise tax on firearm sales
would have generated dedicated funding for proven violence
prevention efforts and victim services. Despite broad support in
the House, the bill stalled without a Senate sponsor.

This situation is especially troubling in light of significant budget
cuts to the MD VIPP, one of the bill’s key intended recipients.
MPGV is already engaging in outreach to possible Senate
sponsors to ensure this vital measure is championed and
advanced in 2026.



[l Legislative Champions & Partners in Prevention

Although this year’s legislative session posed significant challenges, meaningful leadership emerged from lawmakers committed to
building a safer, more equitable Maryland. We are grateful to the legislators who sponsored and supported our priority bills and to
those who took principled action, often behind the scenes, to protect Marylanders from further harm caused by gun violence.

« Senator Shelly Hettleman and Delegate Sandy Bartlett, for their sponsorship and steadfast advocacy for the Family and Law
Enforcement Protection Act, and for working closely with a broad coalition of domestic violence advocates, law enforcement
officials, gun violence prevention advocates, and public health experts to refine and strengthen the bill.

« Delegate Bernice Mireku-North, for sponsoring the Comprehensive Community Safety Funding Act, recognizing the urgent
need for sustained investment in gun violence prevention.

- House Judiciary Committee Chair Luke Clippinger, for a critical intervention in the final hours of the session to prevent the
passage of a bill that would have weakened Maryland’s concealed handgun carry safeguards.

We recognize that progress often depends on long-term partnerships, and we remain committed to working with legislative leaders
to advance evidence-informed, community-driven solutions to gun violence in 2026 and beyond.

What Keeps Us Going

Looking Ahead

"\ The numbers are moving in the right direction, and
that is no accident.

Violent crime in Maryland is down 32% since 2021. In
Baltimore, it is down 41%. Homicides in the city are down
31% compared to this time last year, the lowest totals in
55 years. In April, Baltimore recorded just five homicides,
the fewest in a single month since 1970.

These historic lows are a testament fo what is possible

when policymakers, communities, and advocates come
together fo invest in prevention, demand accountability,
and never stop fighting for safety and justice.

Progress like this is what fuels our resolve. Let’s keep
going.

Transformative policies often take more than one session.
They take persistence, partnership, and people power. As
we look to 2026, we invite you to recommit to this work
with us. Whether it is educating your community, engaging
neighbors, or supporting outreach efforts, there is a role for
everyone.

Use the @R codes below to stay connected and propel this
movement forward.
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