
MARYLAND

EXTREME RISK PROTECTIVE ORDERS

Law enforcement officers.
Spouses, family or household members, or certain
others with a close personal relationship.
Licensed medical or behavioral health professionals.

You may want to consider filing if someone has access to
firearms and:
• Talks about harming themselves or others, or makes threats
involving a firearm.
• Handles or displays a gun in a reckless or intimidating way.
• Shows escalating anger, aggression, or paranoia.
• Misuses alcohol or drugs in ways that increase impulsive or
violent behavior.
• Is experiencing a personal crisis or mental health struggle
and appears unstable or refuses help.

Prevent harm — keep firearms out of the hands of
people in crisis who present immediate risk.
De-escalate crises — provide time and space for
intervention before violence occurs.
Act quickly — in many cases, firearms can be removed
the same day a petition is filed.

Who can file a petition?

When to consider filing

Why ERPOs matter

info@mdpgv.org

FACT SHEET - THE BASICS
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Extreme Risk Protective Orders
(ERPOs)

The person who files the request for an
ERPO is called the PETITIONER.

The person the order is about is called
the RESPONDENT.

An ERPO is a court-issued civil order that:

Temporarily requires a person to
surrender to law enforcement any firearm
or ammunition in their possession. 

Temporarily prohibits the person from
purchasing or possessing firearms or
ammunition for the duration of the ERPO.

Is issued when a person poses an immediate
and present danger of causing personal
injury to self or others by possessing a
firearm.
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A law enforcement officer serves the order (interim, temporary, or final) on the
respondent.
If served in person, the respondent must immediately surrender firearms and
ammunition.
If served by mail, the respondent must promptly contact law enforcement to arrange
a surrender.
Failure to comply may result in law enforcement seizing firearms and ammunition.
At any stage, a judge may order an emergency psychiatric evaluation if there are
concerns about someone's immediate safety.
Either the petitioner or respondent may appeal a judge's decision to the Circuit Court.

Complete Petition and
Addendum forms,
explaining why the
respondent should not have
access to firearms or
ammunition.
Forms are available online
or at any Maryland District
Court.
File forms in person at a
Maryland District Court, or
with a District Court
Commissioner during non-
business hours. 

Requesting an order

What happens after an ERPO petition is filed:

Disclaimer

This fact sheet is intended for general informational
purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.
Laws and procedures may vary by jurisdiction.
Individuals should consult their local law enforcement
agency, court, or legal counsel for guidance on their
specific situation.

Resources

 The ERPO Process
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Judicial Hearings

There may be more than one
stage of hearings:
Interim ERPO – Issued by a
Commissioner; effective 1-2
days until a judge holds a
hearing.
Temporary ERPO – Issued by
a judge; remains in effect
until the Final ERPO hearing,
usually within 7 days.
Final ERPO – In effect for up
to 1 year; may be extended
for up to 6 months after
another hearing.

Maryland Judiciary
on ERPOs

Maryland 
ERPO Law
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Maryland ERPO Law:
Public Safety Article § 5-601 through § 5-610

Forms, filing and procedural information: 
Available through the Maryland Judiciary website:

      https://www.mdcourts.gov/district/ERPO
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