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(ERPOS) Who can file a petition?

An ERPO is a court-issued civil order that: o Physicians

e Psychologists
Temporarily requires a person to e Social workers
surrender to law enforcement any firearm e Licensed clinical counselors

« Other medical and behavioral health providers specified by
Maryland law.

Temporarily prohibits the person from When to consider filing

purchasing or possessing firearms or You may want to consider filing if a patient has access to firearms and:

ammunition for the duration of the ERPO. * Expresses suicidal ideation.

*« Communicates intent to harm others.

* Shows signs of severe emotional distress or a mental health crisis with
escalating behavior.

* Presents risks that cannot be adequately managed through voluntary

treatment or immediate hospitalization alone.

* Poses imminent safety concerns while having access to firearms.

or ammunition in their possession.

Is issued when a person poses an immediate
and present danger of causing personal
injury to self or others by possessing a
firearm.

What an ERPO accomplishes

e Creates immediate separation between a person in crisis and
firearms, reducing risk of suicide or violence against others.
Provides a civil, non-criminal process that focuses on prevention
rather than punishment.

Gives families and clinicians a proactive tool to intervene before a
tragedy occurs.
Buys critical time for treatment, stabilization, and connection to

https://mdpgv.org supportive resources.
Strengthens collaboration between health professionals, families,
@ info@mdpgyv.org and law enforcement to ensure safety.
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Your Role as a Clinician

4 3 marylanders
to prevent
gun violence

Medical and behavioral health professionals play a vital role in
the ERPO process, from identifying high-risk individuals and
documenting warning signs, to filing petitions and providing
ongoing care and resources that help prevent future harm.

I Before the order is issued: After the order is issued:

o Conduct risk assessment e Continue therapeutic

(suicide, violence, firearm
access).

| « Document clinical observations,
patient statements, and

engagement if possible.
Monitor patient’s mental
health while the ERPO is
in effect.

collateral information.

e Determine if an ERPO is an
appropriate tool, in
collaboration with family
and/or law enforcement.

| » File a petition with supporting

| documentation.

e Coordinate with law
enforcement regarding
compliance and safety.

e Provide ongoing
documentation or
testimony at hearings, if
required.

It is normal to worry that filing an ERPO could affect patient trust.

Consider whether a family member or law enforcement officer could act as
petitioner instead.

Collaboration keeps the focus on safety and ongoing care.

Some regions have clinical ERPO liaisons who help bridge this process.

If a liaison does not exist, explore options to develop or connect with such a
program.

Maryland
ERPO Law

Maryland Judiciary
on ERPOs

Disclaimer Resources

Formes, filing and procedural information:
¢ Available through the Maryland Judiciary website:
https://www.mdcourts.gov/district/ERPO

This fact sheet is intended for general informational
b p P b PP purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.
PP PP Practices may vary by jurisdiction. Clinicians should
consult legal counsel or their licensing board as
needed.

Maryland ERPO Law:
* Public Safety Article § 5-601 through § 5-610

2600 St. Paul St.,
Baltimore, MD, 21218
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