
MARYLAND
EXTREME RISK PROTECTIVE ORDERS

Law enforcement may want to consider filing if an individual
has access to firearms, and: 

Has made threats or committed acts of violence toward
themselves or others.
Shows behavior that indicates they may be a danger if
armed.
Has serious mental health or substance abuse issues that
increase the risk of harm.

If the court finds reasonable grounds, it can order the
respondent to surrender all firearms and ammunition to
law enforcement.
Can be issued the same day.
Final orders last up to 1 year and can be renewed.
Can de-escalate crises before an act of gun violence
occurs. 

Extreme Risk Protective Orders
(ERPOs) Who can file a petition?

When to consider filing

What an ERPO accomplishes
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FACT SHEET FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT

IMPORTANTLY, LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS CAN
FILE A PETITION – YOU DO NOT
NEED TO WAIT FOR A FAMILY

MEMBER OR CLINICIAN TO ACT.

Law enforcement officers.
Spouses, family or household members, or certain
others with a close personal relationship.
Licensed medical or behavioral health professionals.

An ERPO is a court-issued civil order that:

Temporarily requires a person to
surrender to law enforcement any firearm
or ammunition in their possession. 

Temporarily prohibits the person from
purchasing or possessing firearms or
ammunition for the duration of the ERPO.

Is issued when a person poses an immediate
and present danger of causing personal
injury to self or others by possessing a
firearm.
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Respond to reports of violations of the ERPO, including
attempts to purchase or possess firearms.
Enforce consequences for violations, including arrests or
criminal charges.
Document any ongoing enforcement actions.
Return firearms when legally appropriate and ordered by
the court after the ERPO expires or is terminated.

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE IN
EVERY STAGE OF THE ERPO PROCESS – FROM
IDENTIFYING RISK TO REMOVING FIREARMS AND
ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH THE COURT’S ORDER.

Identify individuals at immediate
risk of injuring themselves or
others with a firearm.
Gather and document evidence
(e.g., statements, reports, social
media posts, prior incidents or
threats).
File a petition with the District
Court or Commissioner,
requesting an ERPO.
Appear at hearings and present
evidence to support the petition.

Before the order is issued: 

While the order is in effect: 

Disclaimer Resources

Your Role as Law Enforcement 

https://mdpgv.org info@mdpgv.org 2600 St. Paul St.,
Baltimore, MD, 21218

After the order is issued: 

Immediately serve the ERPO on the
respondent.
Safely remove all firearms and
ammunition from the respondent’s
possession.
Document all firearms and
ammunition surrendered or seized,
and provide proper receipts or
records.
Return proof of service to the court
clerk.
Transport and store firearms and
ammunition in accordance with your
agency’s policies and procedures.

This fact sheet is intended for general informational
purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.
Practices may vary by jurisdiction. Officers should
follow their agency’s policies and consult agency
leadership or legal counsel as needed.

Maryland Judiciary
on ERPOs

Maryland 
ERPO Law

Maryland ERPO Law:
Public Safety Article § 5-601 through § 5-610

Forms, filing and procedural information: 
Available through the Maryland Judiciary website:

      https://www.mdcourts.gov/district/ERPO
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