
Reform

Maryland’s Handgun Roster was created as a consumer- and public-safety protection system. Before a handgun can be sold in Maryland,

it must appear on the State’s approved roster. The intent is straightforward:
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In an ideal system, the Handgun Roster process functions

as a firearm safety gatekeeper—ensuring that handguns

offered for sale in Maryland are:

Evaluated against basic, objective safety

requirements

Subject to clear, standardized testing protocols

Reviewed for conformity with all applicable state and

federal laws and definitions

Approved or denied through transparent

documentation and reasoned decision-making

This process is intended to protect consumers, support

law enforcement and retailers, and ensure Maryland’s

firearm market remains aligned with the law.

Maryland’s Handgun Roster is no longer operating as intended. Key issues include:

1. Minimal Review, Not Real Evaluation

The Board routinely approves firearms with little scrutiny, often treating basic

functionality as sufficient, undermining the Roster’s role as a safety and legality

screen.

2. No Meaningful Safety Testing

Only a basic check of submitted models is performed. Maryland has no drop tests,

stress tests, or standardized safety criteria, resulting in firearms being approved

without rigorous evaluation.

3. Misapplication of Maryland Law

The Board frequently relies on the wrong statutory definitions, leading to approvals

of firearms that meet Maryland’s own definition of an assault weapon under

Criminal Law §4-301.

4. No Process to Re-Evaluate Approved Guns

If new defects, recalls, or safety concerns emerge, there is no mechanism to review

or remove previously approved models.

Marylanders deserve confidence that the firearms sold

in the state meet current safety expectations and legal

requirements. When functioning properly, the Roster

should:

Ensure handguns meet clear, consistent safety

testing standards

Provide manufacturers with a predictable, fair

review process

Help retailers and law enforcement avoid confusion

about what is legal

Prevent unsafe or non-compliant handguns from

entering Maryland communities

Maintain a transparent record of how decisions are

made

A reliable roster protects both consumer safety and

public safety.
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Ensure that only firearms that are safe, reliable, and lawful under federal and state standards are sold to Maryland consumers.
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Subject to numerous national lawsuits alleging

that it can fire without the trigger being pulled.

Despite this, the Roster process has not allowed for

independent safety testing or any form of re-

evaluation. The Board even rubber-stamped a

newer model without conducting further review.

Approved by the Board, although it meets

Maryland’s definition of an assault pistol under

state law.

Example of the Board using incorrect statutory

definitions and approving a firearm that is illegal

for sale in Maryland.

The 2026 reform will restore the Roster’s core purpose:

ensuring that only safe and lawful firearms are sold in

Maryland. The legislation will:

Require legal review of every submission to confirm

that firearms conform to all state and federal laws.

Establish comprehensive, transparent safety testing,

with clear testing protocols and pass/fail criteria.

Clarify existing definitions in Maryland law and ensure

the process uses the appropriate legal framework.

Create a regular review and reassessment process

for firearms already on the roster, especially when safety

concerns arise.

Improve transparency, documentation, and

accountability of decisions.

Strengthen consumer and public safety by ensuring

Maryland’s roster accurately reflects what is lawful and

safe.

These changes will:

Prevent unsafe or non-compliant firearms from being sold to

Maryland consumers

Provide clarity and predictability for retailers and law

enforcement

Reduce litigation risk and operational errors

Align Maryland’s firearm safety oversight with modern

industry standards

Strengthen public safety without burdening lawful gun

owners

Restore public trust in a system that is meant to protect them

Real-World Examples of System Failure

Sig Sauer P320

Maxim Defense MD9 Pistol

These failures show the consequences of a system

operating without proper legal review, testing

standards, or oversight.

What the 2026 Legislation Will Do

How These Reforms Help Maryland
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Contact & More Information

For more information, visit www.mdpgv.org, sign up for our

newsletter, or contact us at info@mpgv.org.


