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Comprehensive Community A

Safety Funding Act

This groundbreaking Maryland
legislation aims to ensure the
sustained funding of effective
programs dedicated to gun violence
prevention and victim support.

KEY INITIATIVES:

Center for Firearm Violence
Prevention & Intervention

This recently established office, now
operating within the Maryland Department of
Health, coordinates efforts to address,
prevent, and intervene in gun violence. While
still in its early stages, the Center is focused
on implementing comprehensive strategies
to reduce firearm-related harm and ensure
resources are directed to impacted
communities where they are needed most.

R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma
Center

This is a world-renowned facility
specializing in trauma care, including
gunshot injuries. As Maryland's primary
trauma center, it plays a critical role in
treating victims of gun violence, offering
lifesaving care to patients regardless of
their ability to pay. The center is accessible
to all Maryland residents, providing
statewide access to top-tier trauma
services.

Consortium on Coordinated

Community Supports

Partnership Fund

The Partnership Fund enhances student
behavioral health by fostering community
partnerships that provide holistic, non-
‘stigmatized services and supports to

‘address students’ behavioral health needs
.and promote academic success.
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Maryland Violence Intervention and
Prevention Program (MD VIPP)

Maryland VIPP funds organizations that deliver
violence intervention and prevention services in
communities most impacted by gun violence.
These programs often include violence
interrupters, who work within communities to
mediate conflicts, prevent retaliation, and
address the root causes of violence, helping to
break cycles of harm.

Maryland Trauma Physicians
Services Fund

This provides funding to medical systems to
cover trauma-related healthcare costs, a
significant portion of which stems from gun
violence. Medical care for gun violence
survivors averages $30,000 in the first year
after injury.

Survivors of Homicide Victims

Grant Program

This program provides victim assistance,
advocacy, and support, helping survivors
exercise their legal rights.

Funding Mechanism:

The bill proposes an 11% excise tax on gross
receipts from firearm, ammunition, and certain
accessory sales in Maryland, similar to the federal
Pittman-Robertson tax. This tax targets industry
profits, not consumers, and will be collected by
the state.

By redirecting firearm-related profits, the bill
aims to address the public health and financial
burdens of gun violence, providing a sustainable
solution for improving community safety.



More Information

Constitutionality of a Tax on Guns

This bill imposes an excise tax on gun industry profits,
which are not constitutionally protected. It is up to the
industry to decide whether to pass this tax on to
consumers. The tax targets the industry’s significant
earnings to address its role in public safety issues.

Aligning with the Bruen ‘History and
Tradition’ Standard for Regulation"

The firearm industry has been subject to federal excise
taxes for over a century, historically used to offset
wildlife-related harms from hunting. Additionally, at
least nine states, including MS, NC, GA, AL, HI, NE, FL, WY,
and VA, have imposed taxes on firearms and
dangerous weapons, some since the mid-1800s,
demonstrating a long-standing tradition of such
measures.

Addressing the Urgent Need for
Gun Violence Prevention Funding

Gun violence costs Maryland $10.5 billion each year,
including $383.9 million paid by taxpayers—about
$1,731 per resident. Ongoing investment in prevention,
intervention, and survivor support is essential to
reduce this burden. Maryland'’s recent progress has
been driven by strong collaboration and targeted
funding, but that progress is at risk. In the past year,
the state lost over $23 million in federal support,
including $7-8 million for community violence
intervention. To sustain and strengthen our gains,
Maryland must replace these lost resources and
secure a reliable, long-term funding source.

Expected Revenue

The proposed 11% excise tax aligns with the existing
federal firearms excise tax structure. In 2024, the
National Shooting Sports Foundation reported that the
Maryland firearms industry paid $51,064,000 in federal
excise taxes on firearms, ammunition, and related
parts. A comparable state-level excise tax is projected
to generate a similar amount in Maryland.

Other examples of firearm taxes and
fees that offset harm

Federal

Statute: 26 U.S. Code §4181
* Imposes a 10% excise tax on pistols and
revolvers and an 11% excise tax on other
firearms and ammunition, with funds
allocated to wildlife restoration under the
Pittman-Robertson Act.

California

Statute: Assembly Bill 28 (Effective July 1, 2024)
* Imposes an 1% excise tax on firearms and
ammunition sales, with revenue supporting
gun violence prevention programs.

Pennsylvania

Statute: 18 Pa. C.S. § 6111(b)(3)
* Imposes a $2 fee on firearm sellers for a
purchaser background check, which funds
the state’s background check system.

Colorado

House Bill 24-1349 and voter approval of
Proposition KK in November 2024.

e Levies a 6.5% firearms and ammunition
excise tax on retail vendors’ net taxable sales
of firearms, firearm precursor parts, and
ammunition.

Washington

Statutes: Seattle Municipal Code, Chapter

5.560.030, Tacoma Municipal Code, Chapter

6A.120

* Both cities impose an excise tax on firearm

sales ($25 per firearm ) and ammunition
sales ($0.02 or $0.05 per round), directing
revenue to preventing gun violence and
offsetting its impact on the city.

Still have questions?
Contact us at:

info@mdpgv.org

Sign up for our newsletter

@ www.mdpgv.org



