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Between 2019 and 2023, an average of 47 people in Maryland were killed
each year as a result of domestic violence. In 2023 alone, at least 32
children lost one or both parents to domestic violence.

W“v I“Is BII-I- Mnll[ns Gaps in current law leave survivors at risk by failing to ensure the prompt

surrender of firearms when protective orders are issued. The Family and
Law Enforcement Protection Act requires immediate firearm
relinquishment during protective order proceedings and strengthens
accountability to reduce the risk of further violence.

e 92% of women killed with guns in high-income
countries are killed in the United States.

» Nationwide, 76 women are shot and killed by an
intimate partner every month.

 In Maryland, a gun is used in 74% of domestic
violence deaths.

WHAT THE BILL DOES

« Strengthens petitions and court records to document firearm
access and support probable cause if enforcement action is
required.

« Requires immediate surrender of all firearms when a
temporary protective order is issued.

« Ensures respondents receive clear, specific instructions on
how to lawfully surrender firearms.

« Requires the surrender of both firearms and handgun
qualification licenses earlier in the protective order process.

WILL KILL HIS FEMALE . Epsures firearms are returned only when Iegal!y permitted,
with clear standards for transfer, storage, and retrieval.
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SURVIVORS' PERSPEGTIVES: GUNS, ABUSE, AND THE FIGHT FOR SAFETY

« Inaction by the System

o Victims report frustration when abusers admit in court to owning firearms during protective order
hearings, yet no action is taken.

o Many victims say judges never ask about guns during domestic violence hearings.

o Even when abusers are ordered to relinquish firearms, some ignore the order. In one case, an
abuser posted pictures with a gun on social media, but law enforcement claimed they couldn't
intervene.

« The Shadow of Fear
Firearms are used to instill fear, even without physical injury.
One victim was too afraid to file for child support after her child’s father threatened to shoot her if
she pursued it.
Some women fear for their lives every night, knowing their abuser keeps a gun nearby and might
use it to kill them in their sleep.

« The Cost of Fighting Back

o Victims often bear the burden of identifying firearms as a threat, placing them at greater risk of
retaliation.

o When victims initiate the identification or removal of guns, they fear retaliation by the abuser.

o A more proactive role by the courts—making firearm inquiries a standard part of protective order
cases—could reduce the blame placed on victims and improve safety.

walk out that door and you’ll
leave your boys motherless

Battered Women's Justice Project, & National Domestic Violence Hotline. (2024). 2024 Domestic Violence and Firearms Report. Retrieved from
https:/iwww.thehotline.org/wp-content/uploads/media/2024/12/2408-Hotline-FirearmSurveyReport RO07.pdf

Campbell, J. C., Webster, D., Koziol-McLain, J., Block, C. R., Campbell, D., Curry, M. A., Gary, F., Glass, N., McFarlane, J., Sachs, C., Sharps, P., Ulrich, Y., Wilt,
S. A,, Manganello, J., Xu, X., Schollenberger, J., Frye, V., & Laughon, K. (2003). Risk factors for femicide in abusive relationships: Results from a multisite case
control study. American Journal of Public Health, 93(7), 1089-1097. https://doi.org/10.2105/ajph.93.7.1089

Everytown for Gun Safety. (n.d.). Analysis of the most recent year of gun deaths by country (2015-2019). Retrieved January 7, 2022, from
https://everytownresearch.org/report/guns-and-violence-against-women-americas-uniquely-lethal-intimate-partner-violence-problem/

Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund. (n.d.). Guns and violence against women: America's uniquely lethal intimate partner violence problem. Retrieved January
9, 2025, from https://everytownresearch.org/report/guns-and-violence-against-women-americas-uniquely-lethal-intimate-partner-violence-problem/

Lynch, K. R., & Logan, T. K. (2018). “You better say your prayers and get ready”: Guns within the context of partner abuse. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 33(9),
686-711.

Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence. (n.d.). Maryland domestic violence statistics. Retrieved January 3, 2025, from
https://www.mnadv.org/resources/maryland-dv-statistics/

4% marylanders For more information, please
\';To prevent .
¢7 ¥ gun violence reach out to us at: info@mdpgv.org



https://www.thehotline.org/wp-content/uploads/media/2024/12/2408-Hotline-FirearmSurveyReport_R07.pdf
https://doi.org/10.2105/ajph.93.7.1089
https://everytownresearch.org/report/guns-and-violence-against-women-americas-uniquely-lethal-intimate-partner-violence-problem/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/guns-and-violence-against-women-americas-uniquely-lethal-intimate-partner-violence-problem/
https://everystat.org/#Maryland
https://www.mnadv.org/resources/maryland-dv-statistics/

